PUBLISHER'S NOTE
Upaniskads constitute the Bible of Hinduism;
and it is strange that the community of Hindus still
continues to be called so, even though for thousands
of years, the majority of them were ignorant of what
their Bible was. Any other culture would have been
extinct in half a period of ignorance; and Hinduism
still holds its sway over us because the fundamentals
of our Philosophy are so beautifully interwoven into
the very texture of our living. Day to day consciously
or unconsciously we are made to live and talk, nay,
even think in terms of the great Upanishadic delcara-
tion that the Supreme is One-without-a-second.
Of the main ten Upanishads, Kathopanishad is,
though not the oldest or the profoundest, the most
popular because of its brevity, its clearness and its
tight scheme in which a vivid development of its
thoughts is slowly unveiled. Also this Upanishad
arrests the attention of any student by its purely
artistic beauty and its essentially dramatic appeal.
Thus we have more editions and translations of
Kathopanishad in the various languages of the world
than of any other Upanishad.
There are some (Vishishta-Adwaitins) who claim
the Kathopanishad as the most central text-book for
the development of the Hindu theism. Superficially,
though this claim can be at places made to seem
justified, it is indeed very difficult to establish this
affirmation, if we delve deeper into the suggestions
of the text.